
An Introduction to the Editor of The Light
BY TIFFANY JAMES
EDITOR

I’m taking a peek from behind the curtain and stepping out in front to
introduce myself as the editor of this newsletter. 

Like all of us, I have my own story about why I feel drawn to Govans
Presbyterian Church and specifically this group. After listening to Pastor
Tom’s final blessing as our senior pastor this Sunday, I have heard many of
your stories of faith. It has helped me hear yours, and I’ll share a little of
mine in hopes it helps us to strengthen our group.

Raised in Lincoln, Nebraska, I enjoyed going to a Lutheran Church with my
parents and brother and loved participating in Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, and Confirmation classes. I can’t recall any Black members,
but we had at least one Latin X family. I moved to a more diverse place
when I was 15 years old. A suburb of Chicago that was still predominantly
white, but was more representative of America. That was when I realized
how sheltered I was and felt determined to learn more and challenge my
ignorance on matters of race.

I moved to Baltimore in 1996. My ex-wife and I joined Govans about 15
years ago when our kids were little. I am glad my children are growing up in
a community that is more diverse than where I grew up. After a few years’
absence, I returned to attend a Racial Justice Book Club. I have always
been hungry for discussions about race and I enjoyed the safe and
welcoming atmosphere Lea created. I appreciate this group as one way to
do the anti-racist work I feel called to do.   

For questions about the Racial Justice Ministry, please contact
lea@govanspres.org
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“The freedom movement
was expansive. It was about

transforming the entire
country. It was not simply
about acquiring civil rights

within a framework that
itself would not change.”

Angela Y. Davis, 

With gratitude,
Tiffany James
Editor
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EVENTS

Eroding History: How Climate Change
Affects Black Cemeteries and Resting
Places (Online Event by the Peale Museum)
February 9, 2024 | 12:00 - 1:00pm 
Online event | Reserve a Free Ticket!
Join us for the first (of three) discussions in conjunction with
the “It’s More Than History” lecture series of 2024,
sponsored by the Baltimore National Heritage Area. In this
short film screening, learn about how climate change affects
Black cemeteries and resting places. André Chung and Sean
Yoes will talk about their film, Eroding History, produced with
Rona Kobel. Additional lectures will be presented online on
March 22 and April 12. You can also catch this free lecture
series on The Peale’s YouTube channel later this spring. 

(Participants will receive the zoom link upon registering.) 
Reserve Your Spot!

Ways to Celebrate Black History Month 
Listen to WTMD’s Celebration of Black Music
Festivals 

Bob the Paper Guy will be honoring four culturally significant black
music festivals that empowered Black Americans and enriched the
musical landscape. Check out the schedule below:

February 11: Astrodome Jazz Fest (1973)
February 18: Soul to Soul Ghana Independence Day (1971)
February 25: Watts Summer Festival “Wattstax or The Black
Woodstock” (1972)

Listen on Sundays from 8 – 10 AM EST on TMD. Tune in on-air,
online, or on-demand.

https://thepealecenter.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4857ffcd43816ced637dc20ab&id=68d86b1229&e=dec8dddc54
https://thepealecenter.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4857ffcd43816ced637dc20ab&id=357666b219&e=dec8dddc54
https://thepealecenter.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4857ffcd43816ced637dc20ab&id=4906c56e19&e=dec8dddc54
https://thepealecenter.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4857ffcd43816ced637dc20ab&id=2ce43e7050&e=dec8dddc54
https://www.wtmd.org/radio/2024/02/02/black-history-month-on-tmd/
https://www.wtmd.org/radio/2024/02/02/black-history-month-on-tmd/
https://www.wtmd.org/radio/2024/02/02/black-history-month-on-tmd/
https://www.festivival.com/history/astrodome-jazz-festival-1973
https://afropop.org/audio-programs/soul-to-soul-at-50-a-look-back-at-ghanas-legendary-music-festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wattstax
https://www.wtmd.org/radio/listen-wtmd/
https://www.wtmd.org/radio/listen-wtmd/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Explore The Color of Law by Richard Rothstein, and make
this 6-week opportunity part of your plans for Eastertide.
Registration has opened!

6 weekly discussions – on Zoom
Mondays, April 8 – May 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Special guests provide insight into the major topics
Facilitated small group discussion

Sponsored by the Presbytery of Baltimore Dismantling
Racism Team and In the Loop Ministry Group. 

Loyola University Maryland
4501 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21210
February 22nd, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Loyola’s Student Government Association invites us to join them in
celebrating Black voices with a Poetry Open Mic Night. Students
from Loyola University and Govans Elementary School’s Creative
Writing Club will share their voices on what their identity and Black
History Month mean to them.

By providing a safe space to be heard and to listen, the student
organizers want to motivate aspiring poets among the participants,  
inspire hope that anything is possible, and affirm that our voices do
matter and are made to be heard.

Poetry Open Mic Night 

Dismantling Racism Spring Book Discussion 

https://www.urbanreadsbookstore.com/product-page/the-color-of-law
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwodO6grzwrH90QnDM2m0D2UfyjQEh68zAE
https://baltimorepresbytery.org/dismantling-racism/
https://baltimorepresbytery.org/dismantling-racism/
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Thoughtful Readings & Resources

The National Book Award winning history of how racist ideas were
created, spread, and deeply rooted in American society.

Some Americans insist that we're living in a post-racial society. But
racist thought is not just alive and well in America — it is more
sophisticated and more insidious than ever. And as award-winning
historian Ibram X. Kendi argues, racist ideas have a long and lingering
history, one in which nearly every great American thinker is complicit.

In this deeply researched and fast-moving narrative, Kendi chronicles
the entire story of anti-black racist ideas and their staggering power
over the course of American history. He uses the life stories of five
major American intellectuals to drive this history: Puritan minister
Cotton Mather, Thomas Jefferson, abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison,
W.E.B. Du Bois, and legendary activist Angela Davis.

As Kendi shows, racist ideas did not arise from ignorance or hatred.
They were created to justify and rationalize deeply entrenched
discriminatory policies and the nation's racial inequities.

In shedding light on this history, Stamped from the Beginning offers us
the tools we need to expose racist thinking. In the process, he gives us
reason to hope.

Stamped From The Beginning 
by Ibram X. Kendi

Madness; Race and Insanity in a Jim Crow
Asylum by Antonia Hylton

Using original research, photos, interviews, primary sources and
newspaper records, Madness is a deep look into the hidden Black
history around Crownsville Hospital, one of the last segregated
asylums. This is a fascinating and necessary history told alongside a
moving personal narrative. Amazon Editor’s Pick for Best Books of
January. Ms. Hylton spoke at the Writer’s Live series at the Enoch
Pratt Free Library’s Central Branch on January 30, 2024. Find more
speakers including Michele Norris on February 6 on the library’s
website.

https://parade.com/992714/beandrea-july/black-history-month-movies-streaming/
https://thetruthtellingproject.org/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/madness-antonia-hylton/1143576912?ean=9781538723692
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/madness-antonia-hylton/1143576912?ean=9781538723692
https://calendar.prattlibrary.org/#tabs-35722028344813-35722071125316
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Racial Justice Ministry Working Group
Adam Allen
Julie McDill

Wendy Smith

Kamila Alexander
Beth Allen
Myra Brosius
Laila Ali
Lisa Beacham

Members

SecretaryCo-Chairs

For more information about the racial justice ministry, please email lea@govanspres.org
or go to https://www.govanspres.org/what-we-do/racial-justice/.

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21212
410-435-9188

Shelley Ensor
Kaye Gooch
Deletta Gillespie
David Harris
Gwen Lloyd
Julie McDill

Mission
We are Govans Presbyterian people who have come together in
response to what we believe is God’s call to understand,
address, and dismantle racism in ourselves, and our society.

We want to:
Provide opportunities and a safe environment at Govans
where we can openly share thoughts and feelings, and ask
questions about racism.
Educate ourselves about the history and continuing
presence of personal and systemic racism.
Publicly advocate for racial justice in our society.

To generate this kind of learning and action, we will utilize book
discussions, films, speakers, museum exhibits, prayer groups,
partnerships with other organizations, and other modes yet to
be determined. We are open to ideas and suggestions, and
would welcome your participation in any aspect of this work.

“A democracy
cannot thrive where

power remains
unchecked and

justice is reserved
for a select few.

Ignoring these cries
and failing to

respond to this
movement is simply
not an option — for
peace cannot exist
where justice is not

served.” 
JOHN LEWIS SAID OF THE
GEORGE FLOYD JUSTICE

IN POLICING ACT 

Tanya Morrel
Susan Saunders
Keith Snipes
Jennifer Williams
Maria Wong
McKenna Traynham

Advisory Members Rev. Dr. Heber Brown, III 
Professor Ron Williams 
Rev. Jennifer Williams

https://www.govanspres.org/what-we-do/racial-justice/
https://johnlewis.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-lewis-supports-george-floyd-justice-policing-act
https://johnlewis.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-lewis-supports-george-floyd-justice-policing-act
https://johnlewis.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-lewis-supports-george-floyd-justice-policing-act

