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PASTORAL PONDERINGS

by Rev. Tom Harris

Dear Friends,

Have you seen the pumpkin spice
stuff in the stores yet? | recently saw
the first signs of it. Well more than a
sign. It all kind of appears at Trader

Joebs I|ike a swarm §
wasps. ltds so str afg
spice became a ubiquitous part of ’
fall. I't hasndét al wdg

like capitalism stumbled upon a gold
mine of human biology or psychology
and is just mining it for all its worth.

When the first leaf changes color or \yg| this is not going to be a message
even the first leaf thlnks it might be shaming you for buying pumpkin spice
time to start changing COIOr.’ peo_ple toothpaste or anything like that. But, |
lose their minds over pumpkin spice. do. wonder if we can av attention
0cTake my money! {8 Wiaelse 18 &i getre \ﬁlt%rgusasthe

pumpkin spice FruidgelpRo chaﬂge as we wake up
to the first cool morning and go looking

...continued on page six

GOVANS COMMUNITYCONCERTTO

BENEFITBALTIMORECEASE FIRE
X by Marie Herrington, Second Service Music Director
Y

To support music in Baltimore, in our Govans
community, and in support oBaltimore Cease Fire,
we are coming together as a community on
November 4 at 7:00 p.m. for our very own Govans Community Concert!

We will be beginning a new concert series at Govans, which will bring in many
local talented musicians from around Baltimore to share their gifts and tell us
their stories through music. What is a community concert? Well, that is where we
collaborate. This first concert will be a chance for any Govans members jor
friends to perform any music of their liking; so if you have a favorite band,

...continued on page 9
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October Calendar

2-Online and InPerson Worship, 10:00 a.m.

2 - Adult Options- Intro to Presbyterianism, 11:00 a.m.

2 - Soul Kitchen Meal PicitJp, 4:30 p.m.

5 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

5 - Personnel Committee, 6:00 p.m.

9 -Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

9 - Susan Gonzalez Memorial, 3:00 p.m. Sanctuary

9 - Soul Kitchen Meal PicitJp, 4:30 p.m.

10 - Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

10 - Music Mondays, 7:00 p.m.

10 - Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

12 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

14 - Govans Book Club, 10:00 a.m.

16 - Online and InRPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

16 - Soul Kitchen Meal PiclUp, 4:30 p.m.

17 - Facilities Committee, 6:00 p.m.

18 - - Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

19 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

21 - Youth Group, 6:30 p.m.

23 - Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

23 - Soul Kitchen Meal Pickdp, 4:30 p.m.

25 - Preschool Chapel

25 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

29 - Trunk or Treat 3:30 p.m.

31 - Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

October

and

November Calendar

2 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

3 - Racial Justice Book Club and Potluck, 7:00 p.m.

5 -Woodbrook Players Performance, 7:30 p.m.

6 - Combined Service with Knox, 10:00 a.m.

6 - Soul Kitchen Meal PictJp, 3:305:00 p.m.

6 - Woodbrook Players Performance, 2:00 p.m.

7 - Music Monday, 7:00 p.m.

9 - - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

11 - Woodbrook Players Performance, 7:30 p.m.

12 - Woodbrook Players Performance, 7:30 p.m.

13 - Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

13 - Woodbrook Players Performance, 2:00 p.m.

13 - Soul Kitchen Meal PiclJp, 3:30:5:00 p.m.

14 - Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

14 - Music Monday, 7:00 p.m.

15 - Session Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

16 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

20 - Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

20 - Soul Kitchen Thanksgiving Feast, 3:38:00 p.m.

21 - Facilities Committee, 6:30 p.m.

23 - Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7:00 p.m.

27 - Online and InPerson Worship, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Adult Options and Intergenerational Sunday School

27 - Soul Kitchen Meal Picip 3:30:5:00 p.m.

30 - Bible Study with Knox Presbyterian, 12:00 p.m.

November

October
1 -Circe Trevant
4 - Marc Ceanfaglione, Katherine Stanka
5 - Adam Allen, Charles Forbes
6 - Dani Herfel
10 - Ayden Allston
11 - Xavier Fuller
14 - Evelyn Koehler
15 - Karen Ceanfaglione, Rich Ketner
19 - Al Coleman
24 - Claire Wilson
26 - Thomas Moore
28 - Heather Bruce

The Herald & Bellringer

November
2 - Maria Wong
6 - Joyce Kruse
10 - Calisssa Shaw
13 -John Smeallie
15 - Donna North
18 - James Hardin, Elsie Wong
23 - Carolyn Anewich
26 - Kit Clark
30 - Anneliese Gover, Jamie Hardin

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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LETTER FROM PASTORIBRY ﬁ\v“L‘w Rev. Tom HarrisSenior Pastor

Rev. Billy KluttzAssociate
Hello, Govans, A
| was overjoyed to see so many of you at our blessin .
of the backpacks and Sunday school open house las

Pastor
Lea Gilmore
month! Parents, we are still looking for volunteers to

Minister for Racial Justice &
Music Director, 1st Service
Marie Herrington

help teach Sunday school this fall so please reach out Music Director, 2nd Service
to me if you are willing to be one of our eeachers for one Sunday. Pam Wallace Bookkeeper
Andy WilsonOffice Manager
This mont h, wedl | begin our next y Sylvia UsherSextonu t h
Youths from 8th to 12th grade are invited to a year of intentional leadership Pam Ferguson
development through service in the church, community, and regular Director of Preschool
conversation about what it means to be a Christian leader. This year, we wi  Gwen Lloyd Program Director,
also be pairing each of the Youth Servant Leaders with an adult in the Senior Network
congregation to learn and work together. If you would be willing to serve as
YSL mentor, please let me know. Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Rd Baltimore, MD
The fall makes me think of Joy Harj 21212 4104359188 h a p
Her poem focuses on the life of generations, all built around a table. She open: WWW.govanspres.org
her poem with the memorable 1|ine: ( i ns
Matter what, we must eat to live.d6 She . then ends t
refrain: Submissions for the
December newsletter are

This table has been a house in the rain, an umbrella in the sun. due by November 15.

We have given birth on this table, and have prepared our parents for  Please send to Andy

burial here. Wilson at

At this table we sing with joy, with sorrow. We pray of suffering and wilson@govanspres.org
remorse. We give thanks.

Perhaps the world will end at the kitchen table, while we are laughing . '

and crying, eating of the last sweet bite. Belleve In

. . | Baltimore
I hope that you might find yourself around similar tables this fall. | hope that one
of those might be the communion table at Govans. Podcast: New
peace. episodes this
Pastor Billy fall!
- - e www.govanspres.org
Youth and Young Families Activities: Jpodcast

October
Pastor Billy on vacation until October 15
October Youth GroupFriday, October 2% 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Trunk or Treat Saturday, October 29 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Youth Servant Leader Commissioning in both serviceSunday, October 30
November
Youth Servant Leader Council, November 6 at 3:00 pm
November Youth GroupFriday, November 1% 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Young Families Volunteer at Soul Kitchen Thanksgivingunday, Nov. 20 at
3:30 pm

Contact Pastor Billykilly@govanspres.ojgior more information and to sigrip



mailto:billy@govanspres.org

Blessing of the ": THE GOBE NG

Animals Govans -
Sunday October 9, 2022 COOKI NG
13,3

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Bring your pets, livestock, pictures
Book Discussion and Potluck
November 3,2022 at 7:00 p.m.

of animals, stuffed animals, etc. to

worship on Sunday for a blessing!
Join us in the Gallery for a potluck and a discussion
of Michael W. Twitty's The Cooking Gene. Bring a

All dogs need to be on leashes. Non-
(’ = | Youth and . &
GOVANS | Yo Families dish from the book to share. Books are available to

human animals do not need to wear
v Tfunk—orq:reat— purchase from the church office. Email Lea Gilmore
v =2 (lea@govanspres.org for more info.

masks.
‘ Saturday, October 29
F’ A 3:30 p.m. (in the church parking Iot)_A

~
Go trick-or-treating in your favorite costume, play
2 games, and vote in our best costume and trunk

decoration contest. Email Pastor Billy
(billy@govanspres.org) for more information.
Everyone is welcome!
5828 York Road, Baltimore, MD 21212
www.govanspres.org

usW nesday s

Stay tuned 'OOpm

learn how you
can give to . and lead usiin hymns of thqﬁksgiving. Itisa
- support Govans! « great'time to center yourself and connect with

) your church family before any big plans start to
. GOVANS 7 unfold on Thanksgiving Day.

' GOVANS BOOK -
CLUB

10:00 am on the second Friday of
~ the month - Live on Zoom

Email Bobbie Cook for info.
(cookbobbie347@gmail.com)

ffJContact Lea lmore(lear F{o)Vr:

The Herald & Bellringer
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ANNUAL PLEDGE DRIVBEGINS ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 16

The Annual Pledge Drive will kick off on Sunday October 16th. The week before, you should receive a packet with

a letter, information about the work of the church, and a pledge card. You are encouraged to turn in your pledge
card as early as you I|like. You dond6ét have to wait un
prayerfully considering your support for the work of Govans in 2023!

2023 -

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 1

HERITAGE SUNDAY COMBINED SERVICE WH
KNOX PRESBYTERIAN

We will be hosting Knox Presbyterian in our
sanctuary for a joint service on November 6 at
10:0-0 a.m. The service will include music from
the music teams of both churches, communion,
and an All Saints Day Observance. Please mark
your calendars and make a special effort to
attend for worship and fellowship with our
brothers and sisters from Knox!

Join us November 20 in both services for Heritage Sunday! Of
course we will have the bagpiper to remind us of the Scottish

Heritage of Presbyterianism. We also invite everyone to bring
a symbol of their heritage to display on our Heritage

Celebration Offering Table. It can be an old family picture, an
object, or any reminder of your family's heritage. Please write
down a few sentences about your item to be displayed on the

offering table. Everyone will take home their objects at the

end of each service.

We would also love to revive our annual Heritage Sunday L

Potluck Brunch between the services. We just need someone

to be the coordinator and point person on that day. Let r

Pastor Tom know if you would be willing to fill that role. Ben ool

Hobbs has offered to help out in the planning but he cannot GOVANS D '
be in attendance on the 20th. TR CrRos

PASTORAL PONDERINGScontinued from cover page

for a jacket, as the sun gets up later and goes to bed earlier. What is God calling you to do at this change of the
season? Are you being called to rest? Are you being called to reach out to a loved one? Mend a relationship? Plck
up a devotional book and plunge deeper into the depths of your soul? Or maybe you are being called to get moving!
The cool air gives you energy and the woods are calling. Regardless of what you might be called to do or not do,
take time to listen for that call. In some ways, God and nature will be in our face with these signs of change and
transition more than any pumpkin spiced marketer ever could. In other ways, these deeper callings are much more
subtle; easier to ignore; impossible to buy. So as you sit and enjoy your pumpkin spice chicken nuggets with a tall
glass of pumpkin spice coke, take a moment to listen for what God is calling you to do or stop doing during this
sacred season of change.

Peace,
Tom

The Herald & Bellringer
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ChurchWorks

s from the

The Session met for our monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 20 and we wanted to share some highlights
from that meeting with you.

Our first item of business was a discussion about security on the church campus. We reviewed a new
document published by the Department of Homeland Security, "Mitigating Attacks on Houses of Worship."
Although these attacks are very rare they can be devastating. As a result of this discussion we decided to
gather a small team to evaluate campus security. The team will study the issue and recommend to the Session
steps we can take to make our church more secure. Please speak with me, Leslie Grant, or the Pastors if you
are interested in helping with this work.

The Facilities Committee with support from the Racial Justice Committee recommended a policy to guide our
antiracist efforts in regard to hiring the contractors who provide services to the church. We approved the policy
to be used whenever we are hiring contractors.

We reviewed some initial design concepts from the architect designing the preschool curtain wall and
playground renovation. The architect will use input from the Curtain Wall Project Team and the Session to
refine the scope of the project and come back to us with more specific design proposals.

From the Govans Urban Farm Visioning Team we received an update on their progress. Their vision is to create
a community farm designed to bring the diverse people of the Govans neighborhood together around the
common goal of growing organic, sustainable, healthy food. The farm would be located on the empty lot in

front of the sanctuary along York Road. The team is exploring models for such a farm including a possible
community supported agriculture model. They are planning a neighborhood survey and outreach project to
seek community input and identify potential community leaders. They asked the Session to share questions

and concerns about the project so they can take these into account as they continue their planning. The
Session continues to support the concept and raised critical questions about:

1 the aesthetics of the project in such a highly visible location,
1 the need for board based community input and participation in the planning,
1 funding for the project both short term and funding that is long term and sustainable.

If you have questions or would like to know how you can help please speak with any member of the vision
team. They are Jody Morris, Peter Conrad, and Deb Smith.

If you have any questions about the work the Session is doing or would like to get more involved in the work, of
the church, please Pastor Tom, Pastor Billy, or any member of Session.

The Herald & Bellringer
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Woodbrook Pl ayers F

The Woodbrook Players presefithe Curious Savagey John Patrick.

In this high comedy by John Patrick, Mrs. Savage wants to make the most charitable use of a fortune left to her by
her husband in spite of her adult stepchildren's attempts to get their hands on the money. A band of unlikely
friends assist her in her goal, proving that kindness and affection are not entirely lost in a world often ruled by
greed and dishonesty.

Tickets $20; students 19 and under $15.
Information athttps://woodbrookplayers.wixsite.com/home

Sunday Nov 6-2 PM
Fr;day Nov 11 7:30 PM

_J
ADULTS 820 STUI]ENTS 315 »

 ACCEPTING CASH, CHECKS & CREDIT 5t

The Herald & Bellringer
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OCTOBER MISSION OFFENG:

PEACE AND GLOBAL WNESS OFFERING
R

The Peace & Global Witness Offering offers light to
those in the shadows and guides us all into the ways
of peace. We come together to promote the peace
of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our
own communities and around the world.

TN
Twentyfive percent of this Offering stays with local | : ‘
tions, and 25% with mid ils t it \
congregations to support peacemaking in their (1 (1T TIVHRTRVI TR (B 1) A
regions. Fifty percent of this Offering supports the AND BE LED FURTH IN PEAGE

work for peace and reconciliation being done by
Presbyterians across the globe. I-' B ISAIAH 55:12

ATBQLAK

ATION BY GLORIELA YAU'D

***All donations during the month of October
marked "Mission Offering" will support the Peace
and Global Witness Special Offering. Thank you for ;
your support, ***

A
NI PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS 19(/;/12-

e ZF SPECIAL OFFERINGS
= ’4"‘) PEACEMAKING AND RECONCILIATION 2022

T BY DOROTHEA B, KEI

1

-

"y
»
‘l

1}

>

NOVEMBER MISSION OFERING:
TURNAROUND

TurnAroundopened its doors in 1978 to serve survivors of sexual as- U
sault and intimate partner violence in Baltimore County. After seeinga (| N [ 1 () 3

gap in services for individuals abused through sexual violence in Balti-

more City, the agency expanded in 1995 to provide counseling and sup-

port services to survivors there. They provide their clients with trauma

therapy, legal advocacy, abuser intervention, other assistance. TurnAround is the rape crisis center for Baltimore
City and County and also provides 24/7 crisis helpline and text line. Learn moreaatw.turnaroundinc.org

*»**All donations during the month of November marked "Mission Offering" will support the work of TurnAround,
Inc. Thank you for your support. ***

The Herald & Bellringer
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selievein - BELIEVE IN BALTIMORE

Baltimvre

PODCAST

WWW.GOVANSPRES.ORG/PODCASTS

Maura Elwood joins pastors Tom and Billy to discuss Govans
Community Fridge, a new project to help hungry neighbors i
our community. Maura Elwood serves as Director of
Community Engagement for Baltimore Councilman Mark
Conway, District 4. You can learn more about the fridge at:
https://linktr.ee/govansfridge

=

Pastors Tom and Billy with Maura Elwood

And special thanks to Marie McSweeney Anderson, Megan Kaiser, Ava Haag, Ana Andrade, Kyra
McDonnell, Skylar Cho, The York Road Initiative, Parkhurst Dining, FED, Loyola Theatre Department,
and Loyola Campus Police for their support in getting this project designed, started, and continuing.

Believe in Baltimore is a podcast conversation with community leaders and chasagakers in
Baltimore, Maryland, hosted by Govans Presbyterian Church.

GOVANS COM M U N ITY CONCE.Ra-NTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

f ite R&B star, f it , etc. and

Wi rataibaissdsaatiN GOVANS COMMUNITY
supportive space, this is your chance! If you'c
like to be a part of this concert, feel free to sign CONCERT

up by sending me an email atmarie
@govanspres.org a Baltimore Ceasefire Event

. Friday, November 4 at 7:00 p.m.
| will hold rehearsals to allow you all to feel B A ok

happy with your selections, and work with mefsRE s vEgPIP) >

on anything you'd like to. Since this concert i e e '

the start of a series of future concerts which FEESEIVIIER RIS = o o

will bring in musicians from our local gEEhEEEEEEEETL GOVENS 3
community, we are bringing in one local PRESSYTERIAN GEURCED
musician who will take part in future concerts

to kick off our music making together. For now

they will remain a surprise, but I will tell you that they are a Peabody Conservatory graduate and classically trained
musician with a resume of performances all over the country (and the world)!

All of our concerts will be donatiotvased concerts, meaning we will not be charging for tickets for the sake of
opening them up to as many members of the community as we can. That means that for this concert, your
donations will go towards ensuring that we can have more concerts together in the future, as well as going to
Baltimore Cease Fire.

To learn more about Baltimore Cease Fire, you can go to their websissvw.altimoreceasefire.com

Let's let 2022 be a year of community, love through music, and peace, by taking part in the Govans Community
Concert together!

The Herald & Bellringer
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PHOTOS FROM BACK TO SCHOGQ
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